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19.   The Company's sloop Cuddalore, Capt. Baker, being sent on a cruize
of intelligence by  the  Governor   and  Council  of Fort St.  George, fell to
leeward of that port on her return and put into Bengali, and the Hunter
schooner arrived here the 23rd October from  Madrass after a very tedious
passage.   Upon a representation from the Master Attendent concerning those
two vessells we ordered the Hunter schooner to be sold at outcry and dkected
Capt. Barton to convert the Ctiddalore sloop into a schooner.
20.   The President and Council of Bombay wrote to us in April and May
to supply them with 500  tonns petre.   In consequence of this request we
have sent 4000 baggs on the Hardwick, Capt.  Matcham, and  2200 baggs
on the Bombay frigate, Captn. Crichton.   The remainder shall be forwarded
by such other conveyances as may proceed to that Presidency.
21.   In our letter of the 22nd October we acquainted Your Honours of
the advices we had received concerning the quantity of surplus pepper there
was likely to be at Fort Marlborough this season, and that we should dispatch
two ships to that place to be filled up in case the annual ships of this season
arrived in time.   We have accordingly stationed the London to fill up with
pepper at Bencoolen and should have made the same appointment of the
Warren, if Capt. Glover had not informed us, it was necessary to heave her
down, which will detain her too late in the season.
22.   Since writing  thus far the Ilchester imported from Vizagapatam.
This ship we are now lading with bales and shall be able to dispatch her
from   hence  the   last  week   in  December.   We   may   likewise   expect  the
Worcester in a very few days, as she was to return as soon as ever she had
landed the cannon  and military stores with  which she and the Hardwick
was sent to the southward of Vizagapatam.
23.   As the Warren must come up to town and cannot on that account
be   dispatched   to  Bencoolen,   we   have   determined   upon   sending  her  in
January to Fort St. George to be filled up and finally dispatched to Europe
from that Presidency.
24.   We had determined before upon sending the Worcester to Bencoolen
to fill up with pepper but as we esteem it of more importance to forward the
investments from this place  on the earliest conveyances,   we shall on her
arrival immediately proceed in lading her with the bales we have in our
warehouse and hope to give  the captain his dispatch  by the 20 January,
Instead of the Worcester we purpose to order one of the ships still expected
from England to Fort Marlborough to take in the surplus pepper at that
settlement if those ships arrive in time to be returned to Europe this season
via Bencoolen.
-.25. The Hardwick will in like manner be returned in February with
a compleat loading from this place, and we flatter ourselves with the* hopes of
being, able to dispatch another ship from hence this season conformable to
what we wrote Your Honours in our letter of the 22nd October.
26* Colonel Forde having recommended Capt* James Ward very
strongly to the Board for his readiness in doing everything in his power to
his satisfaction and for his good treatment of the officers and men who were
passengers" in his sMp, we sent for Capt. Ward and in consequence of Colonel
Forde's request returned him the thanks of this Board for his behaviour;